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"Afo del Centenario del Natalicio de Juan Bosch"

Medio Ambiente decomisa
artesania de carey a hoteles y tiendas

Desde noviembre, la secretaria realiza los operativos de decomiso, que contintan en todas las provincias del
pais

La Secretaria de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (SEMARENA) informé que ha decomisado cientos de
objetos fabricados con conchas de tortuga carey (Eretmochelys imbricata) en ocho operativos realizados en los
principales hoteles, plazas comerciales y gift shops de las zonas turisticas de Santo Domingo, Juan Dolio y
Bavaro.

Los decomisos se han realizado desde noviembre en las tiendas de los hoteles Hilton Santo Domingo,
InterContinental V Centenario, Occidental Embajador, Dominican Fiesta, Renaissance Jaragua y Barceld Lina.

También en las principales plazas comerciales de Santo Domingo, los gift shop del Mercado Modelo, de las
calles Isabel La Catdlica, EI Conde, la Arzobispo Merifio y la Avenida Mella, asi como en las tiendas del
Aeropuerto Internacional José Francisco Pefia Gdmez (Las Américas) y los principales gift shops de las playas
de Boca Chica, Juan Dolioy El Cortecito, en Bavaro.

Se han encontrado carteras, dijes, pulseras, aretes, espejos, ganchos de pelo, anillos, gargantillas, omegas,
cofres, argollas, peinetas, caparazones y especimenes completos, con precios que oscilan entre RD$300 y
RDS18 mil, por unidad.

El mayor decomiso se realizé el pasado 2 de febrero en la zona de venta de artesanias El Cortecito, donde se
encontraron 257 articulos, entre ellos nueve tortugas disecadas y 11 caparazones. Este Ultimo operativo se
realizd con el apoyo del director provincial de Medio Ambiente y del Servicio Nacional de Proteccion Ambiental
(SENPA), de La Altagracia.

La tortuga carey esta en la lista del Apéndice | de la Convencidon sobre el Comercio Internacional de Especies
Amenazadas de Fauna y Flora Silvestres (CITES), convencion que el pais firmdé en 1982 y ratificé el 17 de marzo
de 1987.

Mds 160 paises han ratificado la Convencion CITES, un instrumento de lucha contra el tréfico ilegal de las
especies, ya que regula el comercio de animales y plantas, sea completos, por partes o sus derivados.

Los operativos son realizados por comisiones encabezadas por técnicos de la Direccion de Biodiversidad y Vida
Silvestre de la Subsecretaria de Areas Protegidas de Medio Ambiente, apoyados por la Procuraduria para la
Defensa del Medio Ambiente, técnicos de la Subsecretaria de Recursos Costeros y Marinos, el SENPA vy el
Consejo Dominicano de Pesca (CODOPESCA).

Medio Ambiente informd que los operativos contindan en todo el pais y advirtié que los infractores seran
sancionados con multas y carcel.
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Environment Ministry confiscates tortoiseshell in hotels and shops
Since November, the Ministry has been conducting confiscation operations which continue in all the provinces.

The Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARENA) reports that it has confiscated hundreds
of objects made of tortoiseshell (Eretmochelys imbricata) in eight operations conducted in the main hotels,
shopping plazas and gift shops of the touristic areas of Santo Domingo, Juan Dolio, and Bavaro.

The confiscations have been conducted since November in the shops of the following hotels: Hilton Santo
Domingo, InterContinental V Centenario, Occidental Embajador, Dominican Fiesta, Renaissance Jaragua, and
Barcelo Lina.

Also targeted were the main commercial plazas of Santo Domingo, the gift shops of Mercado Modelo, Isabel La
Catdlica street, El Conde street, Arzobispo Merifo street and Ave. Mella, as well as the shops from the
International Airport José Francisco Pefia Gomez (Las Américas) and the main gift shops of the beaches of Boca
Chica, Juan Dolio and El Cortecito, in Bavaro.

The Ministry has found: handbags, pendants, bracelets, earrings, mirror frames, hair accessories, jewelry
boxes, ear hoops, hair combs, carapaces and whole specimens, with prices ranging between $300 and $18,000
Dominican pesos each (1 Dominican peso = US$0.03).

The largest confiscation was done on February 2, 2009, in a craft selling area of El Cortecito, where 257 items
were found, including 9 stuffed turtles and 11 carapaces. This last operation was done with the help of the
provincial Direction of Environment and the National Service for Environmental Protection (SENPA), of La
Altagracia Province.

The operatives are being conducted by joint teams headed by technical staff from the Biodiversity and Wildlife
Direction of Protected Area and Biodiversity Subsecretariat, with the Environmental Defense Attorney’s Office,
technical staff from the Coastal and Marie Resource Subsecretariat, SENPA, and the Dominican Fisheries
Council (CODOPESCA).

The Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network (WIDECAST) congratulated SEMARENA for taking “firm
steps in the application of existing national laws that protect endangered sea turtles”.

On behalf of the international network, which represents 43 countries, Karen Eckert, executive director, said
that since October of last year important efforts have been made in the country to eradicate the illegal sale of
tortoiseshell from the souvenir shops, so that the production and sale of these items is stopped.

The Ministry said that the operations will continue in all the country and warned that those violating the law
will be punished with fines and jail time.

Protected species

The hawksbill sea turtle is on Appendix | of the CITES convention, signed by the country in 1982 and ratified on
17 March 1987. Over 160 countries have ratified CITES, an instrument to fight the illegal traffic of species,
since it regulates the commerce of plants and animals, or their parts and derived items.
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